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Serving the communities of Chisago City, Lindstrom, Center City and Shafer

Upcoming Meetings & Events

October 12:  Board Meeting 4:00 p.m.
Chamber Office & Information Center
30525 Linden Street, Lindstrom
October 13: Chamber Member Luncheon
Time: 11:30 a.m.
Speaker: Paula Hanson

Director of Community Services

Caterer: Point Pleasant Heights

Location: Studios of Art Vitalize! Wellness Centre
10720 282™ Street, Chisago City

October Refreshment Host!

Bugmeisters
612-770-5268

Shafer Days!
September 29-October 1

23222224

September 29 - Royalty Coronation
September 30 - Bingo at the Shafer Creamery

October 1- Breakfast, Treasure Hunt begins with
clues posted hourly at Trail Head Bulletin Board
until found, Craft Fair, Motorcycle/Bike Show,
‘Smash a Car’ fundraiser, Classic Car Show, Tractor
Show, Fire Department Open House, Kids Activities,
Cloggers, Bank Robbery Reenactment, Parade, Street
Dance.

What’s Happening This Month

Sept 29-Oct 1 Shafer Days

October 1 Acres for Life ‘Barn Bash’

October 1-2  Wild Mountain Ski & Snowboard Swap
October 5-9  Picket Fence Gals Sale

October 6 Lindstrom’s Ladies Night Out ‘Art Crawl’
October 8-9  Ojiketa Arts Blitz

October 8  Chisago Lakes Meander

October 11 Legislative Reform Meeting

October 18  Swedish Harvest Smorgasbord

October 21-22  Ojiketa Haunt

October 22 Falloween Festival

October 22-23  Lindstrom Antique Mall 20/20 Sale

October 28-29  Ojiketa Haunt

October 29  ‘Ghost Stories’ — Ojiketa Regional Park
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2011 Board of Directors

Officers:
John Renaker, Northwoods Roasterie
Jim Green, Edward Jones Investments
Craig Stockel, Thrivent Financial
Cory Lindgren, Lindgren & Associates
Loretta Anderson, Hazelden

President:

Past President:
President-Elect:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Directors:
Bob Jennissen
Bob Gustafson, Farmers Insurance Group
Dan Brown, Chisago Lakes Achievement Center
Matt Silver, Chisago County Press
Miriam Aaland, Parmly LifePointes
Renee Dabill, Renee Lynn Photography

Executive Director:
Office Manager:

Tangi Schaapveld
Laurie Doughty

How to contact us:

Chisago Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 283 — 30525 Linden St.
Lindstrom, MN 55045

Phone: 651-257-1177
Email: clacc@frontiernet.net
Web:  www.ChisagoLakesChamber.com

Congratulations
AmericInn Lodge & Suites! [§

AmericInn Lodge & Suites, North Branch has been
honored by TripAdvisor with its 2011
‘Certificate of Excellence’ Award. This award is given
to properties who consistently receive excellent ratings
from its members and recognizes travelers’ top-rated
hotels, restaurants and attractions.

Owner/Manager, Jack Juve has been in the lodging
industry for over 20 years and is an active industry
leader.

Americlnn Lodge & Suites, North Branch 651-674-8627

KIDS OUTERWEAR FAIR

Outerwear will be collected at Trinity Lutheran Church,
Lindstrom from October 1-23. We will be accepting
coats, hats, mittens, scarves, boots and blankets that are
clean and in good condition. Donations of money for

new coats will also be accepted.
Distribution Dates/Times:
S
g

Thursday, October 27 3-7pm
Friday, October 28 3-7pm
Saturday, October 29 9am-12noon

e OJIKETA ART BLITZ

f-f';% ertis ?}i Saturday & Sunday, October 8-9
“"/-%m""' 1lam-5pm

Chisago City is having its first ever Ojiketa Arts Blitz. Come
enjoy the beautiful Minnesota Fall with works of art by local
artists. The artists are available for viewing or purchasing
their talents. The festival will have live music, artists at work,
great food and wine. You’ll enjoy the day in the breathtaking
setting of Ojiketa Regional Park. See the stunning colors of
the fall leaves on the shores of Green Lake.

Ojiketa Regional Park
27500 Kirby Ave, Chisago City

www.ci.chisago.mn.us 651-257-5464

BACHMAN’S PHOTOGRAPHY
13000 Sylvan Ave, Lindstrom
651-257-9380
www.BachmansPhotography.com

Bring in a clean, gently used coat, boots or snow pants for
Trinity’s ‘Outerwear Fair’ and receive $5 off any Portrait
Sitting! (Limit of 4 coat credits)

And an extra special with it... Enter a drawing for 4 Free
Shafer Corn Maze tickets every time you stop in!

Legislative Reform

Meeting Invitation
Tuesday, October 11, 1:30pm

|
|
|
|
|
|
!
! Meet with Representative Bob Barrett, Senator Sean Nienow,
i House Majority Leader Matt Dean and local leaders.
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

| Build on the reforms that were passed in the 2011 legislative
| session, a recently launched Reform 2.0, an effort to engage all
t Minnesotans in a statewide discussion on how we can reform,
i innovate and redesign state government.

Chisago Lakes Area Library
11754 302™ Street, Chisago City

EVERYDAY/LOW/PRICE!,
500 FULL COLOR BUSINESS CARDS

Includes White Premium Stock, Logn, Layout & Typesetting
* Inclades One Proaf
Pick up & our 5t Crolx Falls I-:n:alhn_ Eh.lppl ng u'.'alh'l:l!e

Inter-County Cooperative Publishing i

107 Morth Washingion Street + 0. Box 338 = 5i Cmix Falls, WL 54024038
715-483-3248 Linda Sandmann BO-950-1048

lindasandmanni@centurytel. net

www.ChisagoLakesChamber.com




September 14" Board Meeting Highlights

Secretary’s Report:
August minutes reviewed and accepted as written.

Treasurer’s Report:
Treasurer’s report reviewed and accepted.

Committee Reports:

¢ Golf Tournament — Jim Green
2011 Golf tournament was successful with 68 golfers
participating. Portion of proceeds ($1,000) will be given to
Lakes Area Youth Service Bureau at the September
Membership Meeting.

New Business:
¢ Youth Safety and Prevention
Request for donation by Lakes Area Police was approved.

e Frontier Marketing Webinar — will be offered on
September 29™ at 8am at the Chamber office.

e Spring and Fall Meander - Discussed Chamber
participation in Chisago Lakes Area Meander.

Old Business:

¢ Holiday Gala — Committee will meet on September 23.

e Highway 8 Design Open House — Businesses and public
were invited on September 8 at the Chamber office.

o Chisago Lakes Area Map — Project is in the final stages

Executive Director’s Report: Tangi

Among items reported to the board were:

e Chamber purchasing listing in Explore Minnesota magazine.

e Tangi attended Chisago County EDA luncheon August 31 to
discuss economic development with non-profit organization
Greater MSP.

e WCCO News visited Lindstrom in August for a story on the
Lindstrom Water Tower and interviews with Keith Carlson
and Marlene Messin.

SWEDISH HARVEST SMORGASBORD
Tuesday, October 18 6:30pm
Swedish Mall Restaurant, Center City

Enjoy an assortment of Swedish delicacies. Advance ticket
sales only. Purchase your ticket ($20) at participating
merchants or by mail at P.O. Box 366, Center City 55012.
Sponsored by Center City Historical Society. Proceeds will
go to Center City Parks Committee.

LAYSB News!

Photo courtesy of
Bachman’s Photography

Lakes Area Youth Service Bureau (LAYSB) would like to
thank Chisago Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce and all
those involved in the Community Golf Tournament on
September 1. Staff and youth volunteers were on hand at the
tournament as hole-in-one spotters and helping with other
games and had a great time! We are grateful to have been
chosen as the recipient of a portion of the proceeds totaling
$1,000 which will help us to continue living out our mission
to “ensure the success of youth™!

www.Y SBLakesArea.org 651-464-3685

] COMFORT SYSTEMS i

TEATING & AT CONDTTIONTN G

BRYANT 2011 FALL BONUS PROMOTION

Get Cash Back Now! Save up to $1,250. Haley Comfort
Systems is excited to offer rebates throughout the year!
Details at www.HaleyComfort.com or call
1-800-57-HALEY

Promotion expires November 15, 2011

@,
bryantBON %S .

24139 Greenway Road, Forest Lake 888-587-6837

STUDIOS OF ART & WOOD SHOP
Vitalize! Wellness Centre

The Studios of Art is a creative center promoting active
aging. It is a place for adults 50 and older to explore, create
and participate in art, crafts, dance, performing arts and other
areas of personal enrichment. Take a class, teach a class, lead
a project to better the community, participate in a volunteer
community project, help a friend, make new friends. The
Studios consist of an art studio, dance floor and wood shop as
part of the Vitalize! Wellness Centre.

The 4™ Quarter Fall Ala Carte Class Schedule is available
online at www.parmly.org, Parmly’s Vitalize! Wellness
Centre, Chisago Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce,
Up North Gallery or Cottage Gifts-Miss Elsie’s Yarn Shop.

(a2 i o Ml

You can't do today's job with yesterday s methods
and be in business tomorrow.
~unknown~

NORTHWOODS ROASTERIE
,JGHT,H,“_’OQPs 12710 Lake Blvd, Lindstrom
: y Coffee and Pie Night

koA sTERIE

Every Friday Night! 5-9pm
Come enjoy coffee and fresh baked pies!

www.NorthwoodsRoasterie.com 651-257-5240

www.ChisagoLakesChamber.com




\September Luncheon Meeting\

Aaron Lynch, LAY SB receiving Chamber donation

The September luncheon was held at Hazelden. Chamber
president, John Renaker thanked Hazelden for hosting the
luncheon. Lakes Area Youth Service Bureau was
presented a check from proceeds from the Chamber Golf
Tournament held September 1. Chamber announcements
were given reminding members of the upcoming Acres for
Life Barn Bash October 1, Lindstrom Ladies Night Out
October 6 and Ojiketa Arts Blitz October 8", Chisago
Lakes Meander October 8. There were several
announcements starting with Shari Bachman promoting the
Outerwear Fair at Trinity Lutheran Church from October 1-
23. Bachman’s Photography is offering a
September/October special of $50ff any portrait sitting with
a donation of a clean, gently used coat, boots or snow pants
for the Outerwear Fair. Shari also encouraged membership
to The Friends of Allemansritt Wilderness Park. Renee
Dabill encouraged participation in the upcoming Ladies
Night Out ‘Art Crawl’ which will be featuring local artists at
local businesses. Dave Schmidt from Haley’s Comfort
Systems announced rebates available for heating/cooling
systems. Community Partnership’s Melissa Vrudny
informed members about their Youth First Club, an
afterschool program. Frontier Communications will be
rebroadcasting the webinar on Digital Marketing at the
Chamber office on September 29 at 8am. AnnMarie Brink
announced that USBank has special rates for car and home
equity loans and also no closing costs. Edward Jones is
having a meeting about Social Security at Tom Hallberg’s
office on Wednesday. John Hock from Franconia
Sculpture Park publicized their all day Family Event on
September 24™  Noel Stensrud spoke on the School
Endowment Fund. Chisago Lakes Community
Foundation presented checks to Franconia Sculpture
Park and Chisago Lakes Mainstreet Initiative, Sonia
Palmer and Becky Carlson. Guest Speaker was John
Driscoll, Hazelden who gave an overview of renovations
and additions to Hazelden. They are adding an online
degree program that will be available in 2014. The
Plymouth Youth campus will be starting renovations soon,
adding approximately 30 beds. Hazelden is the world’s
largest publisher of addiction and mental health topics. They
also are in the top 4 in the area for full time employees and
growing.

4

37th ANN UAL OPEN HOUSE and
SKI & SNOWBOARD SWAP
Saturday, October 1 & Sunday, October 2™ 10am-4pm

Last day to save 15% on your season pass is October 3"

Sign your children up for Wildcats Jr. Snowsports, Academy
and D-Team for Alpine Snowboard and Freestyle!

Full details at www.WildMountain.com or 651-465-6315

PICKET FENCE GALS SALE
October 5-9
Wednesday 3-7
Thursday-Saturday 9-6
Sunday 11-5
Enjoy shopping rooms of unique treasures.
Downtown Lindstrom

www.PicketFenceGals.com 651-257-3370

BARN BASH FALL FUNDRAISER
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1°" 1:00-5:00PM

Acres For Life, a center for growth and learning is
hosting a Fall fundraiser and some family fun! Enjoy a
silent auction, games, hayrides (weather permitting)
Labyrinth and live music by Inukshuk Pass.

11720 256™ Street, Chisago City
www.AcresforLife.com 651-269-6679

@é/@m 0 Lakes %@/@

Saturday, October 8

Autumn is here! Take time to explore the Chlsago Lakes
Area and all pleasures of the season. Bring the family and
make a day of it. Pleasant Valley Orchard, Shafer Corn
Maze, Antique Shops, Restaurants, Franconia Sculpture
Park, Northwoods Roasterie Coffee, great stores and more!

Congratulations

Steve Carrl
NCAA National Champion Wrestler
1982-1984
Steve Carr of Wilson Marketing was inducted
# into the NDSU Bison Athletic Hall of Fame on
September 30™.

www.ChisagoLakesChamber.com




\Featured Business — October 2011

COMFORT SYSTEMS
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Haley Comfort Systems and
FireSide Hearth & Home by Haley

Welcome to Haley Comfort Systems and FireSide Hearth
& Home by Haley located on Highway 8 in Forest Lake.
Over 21 years ago two brothers Tom and Joe Haley
opened a furnace and air conditioning company with a
truck, tools and a determined work ethic. Today you can
find either of them in one of our four locations talking
and working side by side anyone of the 60+ employees.

Today, Haley’s has superior products from Bryant,
Honeywell and Aprilaire on the Furance and Air
Conditioning portion of the business. FireSide by Haley
carries the most well known fireplace and stove brands
from Heat & Glo, Heatilator, Quadra-Fire and Harman.
Haley’s also has a long history, dating back to 1996 in the
Geothermal business with GeoComfort.

In addition to selling, installing and servicing Furnace,
Air Conditioning, Fireplace, Stoves and Geothermal —
Haley’s has a complete custom cabinet shop, allowing us
to not only install a fireplace, but we can completely
transform a room with stone, mantels or even an
entertainment center.

If enjoying the outdoors is important to you. Check out
Haley’s amazing grills. For those of you that like things
simply and quick — the TEC Grill is a must. TEC is the
only 100% infra-red grill allowing you to cook a frozen
hamburger in 7 minutes a side. The infra-red plate steams
the natural juices back up into the meat keeping it as
moist as can be. Now, if slow cook or multi use grilling is
important to you — check out the Primo line. Primo is an
oval shaped 100% ceramic grill that smokes, bakes and
roasts.

Stop by our showroom anytime in Forest Lake on
Highway 8, for all of your home comfort needs. We make
it Easy while working with Experts and having the Best
Brands. Like us on Facebook and learn tips on energy
savings, see us at events, cooking tips and more.

HALEY COMFORT SYSTEMS &
FIRESIDE HEARTH & HOME by HALEY
Balancing Technology & Style

www.HaleyComfort.com 800-57-HALEY
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ONLINE JOB SEARCH & RESOURCE CLASSES
Monday, October 3 1pm
Thursday, October 27 1pm

The 90-minute workshop is presented by East Central
Regional Library in conjunction with Central Minnesota Jobs
& Training Services. There is no fee for this class but limited
seating is available so pre-registration is required! Register by
Wednesday, September 28"
Chisago Lakes Area Library
11754 302™ St, Chisago City
651-257-2817

YELLOW HOUSE PHOTOGRAPHY
28511 JOHNSON LANE, CHISAGO CITY

Yellow House Photography presents Back to School
Portraits. We are offering a "huge" discount for back to
school portraits for school age children grades K-9. For only
$25 dollars per child, you will receive the sitting fee, 1-8x10,
2-5x7's, and 8 wallets. We take the time to get it right so the
portraits are of the highest quality. This is an excellent
opportunity to make it an event with other parents, and come
by and see our studio.

www.Y ellowHousePhotography.net 651-213-6160

=
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REAL MINNESOTA GHOST STORIES
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29" 2PM

Draw close to the fire for refreshments and ghost stories
told by renowned story teller Duke Addicks. Duke has
investigated hundreds of hauntings, especially in the
Minneapolis/St. Paul, Metropolitan area and has had a few
surprising encounters with ghosts himself.

Free to the public. Ojiketa Regional Park-Strom Hall,
27500 Kirby Ave, Chisago City. Recommended for adults
and children age 8 and older.

QIKETAAUNT

Friday, October 21 & Saturday, October 22 -
Friday, October 28 & Saturday, October 29 7

Brave the Haunted Hollow and walk through the house of
the ‘Creeps Clip Show’. Will you recognize any of your
scariest horror scenes come to life?
Admission: $5/person or
$3/person with a food donation for the local food shelf

Ojiketa Regional Park
27500 Kirby Ave, Chisago City

www.ChisagoLakesChamber.com



Chamber Golf Toumament'

Mixed Division Winner
St. Croix Medical Center
Photos courtesy of Bachman’s Photography

Men’s Division Winner
Central Bank

As summer winds down the Chamber hosted a hot day at
Chisago Lakes Golf Course. On September 1* local businesses
and community members enjoyed a fun day of golf and a
fantastic dinner at the Gallery Restaurant. This event is a
fundraiser for the Chamber, with a portion of the proceeds to be
shared with Lakes Area Youth Service Bureau (LAYSB). The
mission of LAYSB is to ensure the success of youth by
providing healthy and meaningful alternatives for area youth.

Competition was fierce among the 17 teams with many teams
under par. Congratulations to our Winners! Men’s Division
winner at 14 under par was Central Bank; Greg Hickcox, Brian
Johnson, Barry Sommervold and Jim Friend. Winning the
Mixed Division, St Croix Regional Medical Center; Dave
Dobosenski, Sandra Williams, Frank Johnson and Deanna
Nelson. The tournament offered three Hole in One’s, starting at
$7,000 Brink’s Groceries, $7500 in cash from Frontier and
$7,500 cash from LANG. Keith Carlson hosted a yearly
favorite ‘Beat the Mayor’ competition on Hole #14. The
Gallery Restaurant created a special pit stop in the new Snack
Shack on the course and a delicious meal after a hard day of
play.

We want to thank our sponsors who are critical to the success of
the Golf Tournament.

Championship Sponsors: Plastic Products, Lindgren &
Associates, Shaleen Team-ERA Muske.

Eagle Sponsors: The RiverBank and Grand Casino Hinckley.
Birdie Sponsor: Fairview Lakes Health Services, Security Sate
Bank Marine, State Farm Insurance- Mike O’Malley, US Bank,
Xcel Energy, and Wally Carlson’s BP.

Par Sponsors: Casterton Title, Central Bank, Chisago Lakes
Rotary, Chisago Hardware, Frankie’s Marine, County
Commissioner-George McMahon, Edward Jones-Jim Green,
Farmers Insurance-Tom Kieffer, Hazelden, Lake Area Bank,
Lindstrom Family Dentistry, Parmly LifePointes and St Croix
Regional Medical Center.

‘Shop and Play Local’ prize baskets were created for raffle
prizes. It is always amazing how much there is in the Chisago
Lakes Community. Special thanks to our local business prize
contributors which together created ‘Buy Local’ baskets worth
$150 to $400, ranging from Fishing Getaway to Family Fun
Pack. Thank you Arby’s, Bachman’s Photography, Bill’s Auto
Body, Chisago Hardware Chisago County Press, Chisago
Lakes Golf Course, CL Community Ed, Grand Casino
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Hinckley, Designers Salon, Deutschland Meats, Dirty Dawgs,
Farmers Insurance, Frankie’s, Frontier,  Gustaf’s Galleries,
Hazelden, Festival Theatre, Haley Comfort Systems, Holiday,
Jackie Brigg’s Massage, Lakes Veterinary & Surgical Center,
Meredee’s Bistro, Midwest Sports, NAPA Auto Parts, Northwoods
Roasterie, Lotus Wellness, Lindstrom Chiropractic, Lindstrom
Liquors, Olympic Trail Greenhouse, Pet Extras, Plastic Products,
Pleasant Valley Orchard, Safelite Auto Glass , Renee Lynn
Photography, Rise, Running Aces, Shafer Corn Maze, Silver
Shears, Stein Insurance, Summit Inn, Svens Clogs, The Sweet
Swede, Victory Lane Oil Change, Wally Carlson’s BP, Wild
Mountain, WineHaven, Wyoming Mills and Xcel Energy.

It takes a strong Planning Committee to get all of the details in
place. Thank you to Tom Kieffer-Farmers Insurance, Todd
Kueppers-Chisago Lakes Golf, Jose Clemente-Rise, Brenda
Palmquist-CL Community Foundation, Jim Green-Edward Jones,
Dan Brown-CL Achievement Center, Craig Stockel-Thrivent
Financial and Loretta Anderson-Hazelden for putting together a
great event. Special thanks to Bachman’s Photography for taking
team photos.

LINDSTROM’S LADIES NIGHT OUT!
Thursday, October 6 from 4-8pm

Art Craw’]

View & purchase beautiful local artwork while shopping in
the fabulous stores of downtown Lindstrom. Start the night
by picking up your map and gift bag at Renee Lynn
Photography and enjoy an evening with your gal pals shop-
hopping with a glass of wine in one hand and your wallet in
the other. Visit www.ChisagoLakesMainstreet.org for more
information.

2 Talloween' Festival

Saturday, October 22" 2:30-4:30pm

Calling all kids in costume! Come to Chisago City’s Ojiketa
Regional Park located at 27500 Kirby Avenue in Chisago
City for an afternoon of free fall and Halloween festivities!

There will be a pumpkin give away (first come first serve)
one per child please, Magic show, games, crafts, snacks and
more! We will have face painting, balloons and a kiddie
costume parade where we will march to some of the
decorated cabins for trick or treating. After trick or treating if
weather allows, we will be in search of the Golden Pumpkin
hidden in the park. Ribbons will be awarded for the most
original, funniest costumes. We encourage all to be in
costume, however, please join us either way. Cabins will be
decorated for Falloween Fun and a child friendly haunted
house will be on hand to walk through. All this and more.
We welcome back our favorite magician: Karl Achilles!

www.ChisagoLakesChamber.com




Lindstrom Antique Mall

20/20 STOREWIDE SALE
OCTOBER 22-23
Storewide Sale — 20% off all items over $20.00
unless marked ‘firm’ or already on sale.

Downtown Lindstrom 651-257-3340

designers

salon

Ceteber Specialsy

™Men’s Night — 1% Monday of the month 4:30-8:30 pm
No appointments needed! Men’s cuts are $20

™Senior Day — Wednesdays from 9:30-5:00
Seniors receive 15% off of one service

™Teen Day — Thursdays Receive 25% off
nail, hair, or waxing services

™1 Hour Massage — Buy one/get one half off!
Ends 10/31/11. Great gift idea!

™ Aveda Facials — 1 hour spa facial/$45.
Our new 45 minute rejuvenating facial/$35

11495 Brink Ave, Chisago City 651-257-9477

MN Chamber Update

U, MNSCU Embrace Business Partnerships
By Eric W. Kaler and Steven J. Rosenstone

Note: President Eric Kaler, University of Minnesota and
Chancellor Steven Rosenstone, Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities assumed their positions this summer. They wrote this
guest column after addressing the Minnesota Chamber of
Commerce Board of Directors at its annual planning conference.

It’s time to think in new, bold ways about how the University of
Minnesota and the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities can
work more closely together. The opportunity is unique. The
potential is exciting.

Recently, we have become the leaders of these two higher
education systems during a time of shrinking public resources but
growing demand for higher education. We know your businesses
need an even more educated — and re-educated — workforce and
more robust research to drive innovation and business growth.

You know the backdrop. State funding for higher education has
tumbled. Ongoing fiscal challenges likely will continue to limit
state and federal support. While we will strive to find efficiencies
under every stone in our respective organizations, we worry that
the reduction in state support drives up tuition to maintain quality,
thereby threatening or denying access to higher education for many
students, particularly those who are low income.

At the same time, we need to graduate the next generation of
professionals who will lead your companies and serve your
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communities. Whether you’re looking for MBAs, physicians,
accountants or precision manufacturing technicians, it’s our job to help
you make Minnesota work. Each system has its distinctive role. We are
going to work hard to ensure each system complements the other
without unnecessary duplication.

The risk is high. If we fail to meet your evolving workforce needs or to
drive innovation, Minnesota will lose its ability to keep the nation’s
best and brightest. Businesses may be less able to keep pace with
competitors. We will fall behind our national and international
competitors.

The U’s and MnSCU’s missions are different, but we share a
commitment to quality and service. As a land-grant research institution,
the U teaches undergraduates and graduate students in a wide range of
programs. With campuses statewide, it is also world-renowned for
invention from medical devices to strains of wheat, from software to
bone marrow transplantation.

MnSCU, with its state universities, community and technical colleges
across Minnesota, educates undergraduate and graduate students each
year in programs ranging from nursing and business to computer
networking and robotics. MnSCU’s customized training programs are
recognized for their service to businesses throughout Minnesota.

You need our graduates for your businesses to succeed. Eighty-five
percent of all the job growth in Minnesota between 2008 and 2018 will
require some postsecondary education. More than half of those jobs
will require a certificate or associate’s degree.

Higher education is the solution to the continued vitality of regional
economies across the state. Higher education is a critical investment for
our state.

Still, we know we need to do things differently. At MnSCU, we must
keep access to our outstanding programs high and the cost affordable.
We must match employer needs with student aspirations. And we must
be always available to businesses and communities in need of our
expertise.

At the U, we need to be excellent in all we do and be accessible. If we
have second-rate programs, we either need to build them or eliminate
them.

Together, we must reduce our operating costs — perhaps through joint
purchasing or shared services. We have begun those conversations and
expect fruitful outcomes.

Meanwhile, we all need to ensure that more Minnesota students leave
high school college-ready. We need to tackle our unacceptable
achievement gap between white students and students of color. Higher
education depends on the quality of our P-12 system.

We are ready to roll up our sleeves to develop a smarter higher
education strategy for Minnesota. We welcome your ideas. We value
your support and look forward to working with you to sustain
Minnesota’s prosperity and high quality of life.

Contact Steven Rosenstone at chancellor@so.mnscu.edu and Eric Kaler
at upres@umn.edu.

David Olson is president of the Minnesota Chamber of Commerce. For
more information visit wow.mnChamber.com.

®
ACCESS IS POWER ]

Minnesota Chamber of Commerce
The Voice of Business

www.ChisagoLakesChamber.com



